RTVERBY

aristocratic nest. The threads and strings and horse-
hairs with which the structure is sewed and bound
and stayed are copied in the curious lines and mark-
ings of the treasures it holds. After the oriole is
through with its nest, it is sometimes taken posses-
sion of by the house wren in which to rear its second
brood. The long, graceful cavity, with its fine car-
pet of hair, is filled with coarse twigs, as if one were
to build a log hut in a palace, and the rusty-colored
eggs of the little busybody deposited there. The
wren would perhaps stick to its bundle of small
fagots in the box or pump tree, and rear its second
brood in the cradle of the first, were it not that by
seeking new lodgings time can be saved. The male
bird builds and furnishes the second nest, and the
mother bird has begun to lay in it before the first is
empty.

The chatter of a second brood of nearly fledged
wrens is heard now (August 20) in an oriole's nest
suspended from the branch of an apple-tree near
where I write. Earlier in the season the parent
birds made long and determined attempts to estab-
lish themselves in a cavity that had been occu-
pied by a pair of bluebirds. The original proprietor
of the place was the downy woodpecker. He had
excavated it the autumn before, and had passed the
winter there, often to my certain knowledge lying
abed till nine o'clock in the morning. In the spring
he went elsewhere, probably with a female, to begin
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